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Heights Gateway Project 
 

Introduction 

 

The Heights Merchants Association (HMA) is a non-profit organization with a mandate to 

work on behalf of its members to create and promote the economic development of the 

Heights commercial district in cooperation with the community. The HMA actively promotes 

the Heights, improves its physical attractiveness, organizes events, and attracts shoppers 

and businesses to the area. The Association also solves problems and advocates on behalf 

of its members, as well as implements plans for our neighbourhood’s future.  

 

The Heights Gateway Project is an exciting opportunity for a new piece of public art for the 

Heights community. The Gateway is envisioned to become an iconic landmark that will 

identify the commercial district, and help to create a stronger sense of place. The artist(s) 

will be engaged to develop a concept for a public art piece that will be located at Hastings 

Street and Gamma Avenue, one of the entryways into the Heights commercial district in 

Burnaby, B.C. 

 

More than 40,000 vehicles (and their drivers and passengers) pass the selected site daily. 

The piece of public art will have tremendous visibility and we hope it will achieve widespread 

recognition over time. 

 

We are beginning the first phase of the Heights Gateway Project in Autumn 2012. The call 

for expressions of interest and artist qualifications is open to local and regional artists.  

 

Submission deadline: Dec. 7, 2012 

 

 

Project Vision 

 

The Heights Gateway Project is envisioned to be a unique and engaging piece of public art 

to act as a focal point for the neighourhood commercial district, and enhance the local 

character and physical environment. The public art piece should reflect the flavour and 

history of the Heights community, yet integrate well with the design of the new 

development, Montage. 

 

To that end, it bears explaining that the Heights is a tightly-knit community with a 100-year 

old history. The local area was first settled by mixed English, Irish and Scottish residents, 

and today is very diverse. With many residents still of that culture, today there is a distinct 

European flavor to the Heights, with a strong Italian and Mediterranean influence. There are 

also many people of Chinese and other Asian backgrounds, who call the Heights home. The 

Heights has a strong sense of place, with very few residents leaving for other communities, 

once they become part of this special neighbourhood. 

 

It also bears mentioning that the Heights is known throughout the region for some of its 

neon display signage, including the famous “Swinging Girl” (former “Helen’s” neon sign). An 

integral part of the community character proposals (through the second phase of the 
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project) that may incorporate a neon component are of interest to the Committee, although 

not necessarily prescribed. 

 

The neighbourhood immediately (1 km) to the north of the proposed site of the Heights 

Gateway public art piece, was also, for 50 years, the home and studio of Canadian artist 

Jack Shadbolt. This is mentioned as an item of interest, as it is part of our local history, as 

well. 

 

The inspiration, creativity, and innovation of the project will be developed and driven by the 

artist(s), with parameters determined by the Height Gateway Committee, as described in 

this document. 

 

 

Background 

 

The Burnaby Heights neighbourhood is generally described as bounded by Burrard Inlet to 

the north, Gamma Avenue to the east, Parker Street to the South and Boundary Road to the 

west. The shopping district is on Hastings Street that runs along the centre, for 11 city 

blocks. The Heights is deemed as a very desirable area to live, as the area is conveniently 

located, and boasts great public amenities, parks, trails, mountain and ocean views, and a 

thriving and diverse shopping district, all within walking distance.   

 

According to 2006 census data, there were 7,210 people living in private households in the 

Heights, and the population had increased by 25% since 1986. Approximately 36% of the 

population was comprised of immigrants, with a varied ethnic mix. The largest proportion of 

ethnic groups are European and the UK at 45% and Chinese and Asian at 30%. There are 

many young families living in the Heights neighbourhood and household income level is 

higher than average, as compared to Burnaby as a whole, with 44% of households earning 

more than $60,000 per year. 

 

The Heights shopping district has existed for nearly 100 years. It is home to an eclectic mix 

of shops and services run by friendly merchants who offer quality products and good old-

fashioned personal service. A large proportion of Heights merchants (30 to 40%) also live in 

the community, which helps give the area a strong sense of place. 

 

The district is currently undergoing some change, as several new developments are 

underway or being planned for the near future. A few of the old one-storey, single-unit 

buildings are being collectively replaced by a more mid-density urban landscape with mixed-

use four-storey construction – retail below, and residential above (and sometimes including 

office space). However, despite the recent surge of investment in the commercial area, both 

the shopping district and the neighbourhood still retain much of its local character and 

flavour.  

 

The Gateway Project has long been a goal of the HMA and it gained momentum in 2011 

when Epta Properties generously provided the space needed to house the public art piece. 

               

    

Project Parameters 

 

The site for the Heights Gateway Project is located on Hastings Street near Gamma Avenue 

on the most northeastern portion of the property, closer to Delta Avenue. “Montage,” a new 

mixed-use development by Epta Properties, is planned for this site, and the developer has 

granted the HMA an 8 x 24 foot (7.3 meter) easement on the property to house the public 
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art feature. The building itself will be four storeys tall; however, the Gateway must stand no 

taller than two storeys, or 17 feet (5.18 meters) high. 

 

Montage is estimated to be completed in Spring 2014. While fabrication can begin following 

artist selection, installation of the Gateway art piece will be determined by the completion of 

the mixed-use building.  

 

Included is a copy of the Montage building plans. 

 

 

Selection Process 

 

Phase I - The call for expressions of interest and artist qualifications is open to all disciplines 

and media forms. Artists are required to provide the following for consideration: 

 

 Letter of interest (maximum one page in length) 

 Resume  

 Samples of work (five to 10) that are preferably digital files such as PDFs or others 

that are suitable for PCs to open. 

 Three references for work on previous public art projects  

 

Artists will be reviewed based on the following criteria: 

 Previous public art project experience 

 Artistic abilities and technical skills  

 Creativity and innovation as evidenced by work samples 

 

Short-listed candidates will be selected by the Gateway Committee, comprised of individuals 

representing the: 

 Heights Merchants Association 

 Burnaby Art Gallery 

 Heights Neighbourhood Association 

 City of Burnaby Planning Department 

 

Phase II – Short-listed candidates will be asked to develop a design concept and fabrication 

plan for the committee. They will be paid an honorarium for this work.  

 

Final artist selection will be based on the following criteria: 

 Artistic merit 

 Creativity and innovation of design concept, as well as how it: 

o relates to the history, culture and diversity of the Heights community 

o integrates with and compliments the Montage development 

 Ability of project to be delivered on time and within budget parameters 

 

 

Budget 

 

The total budget for the Heights Gateway Project is $110,000 broken down as follows: 

 

Artist Honorarium - $30,000 

Materials, Site preparation, Installation, Signage, etc. - $80,000 

 

These figures must include HST or applicable taxes. 
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Project Schedule 

 

October-November 2012 - Phase I (call for expression of interest and artist qualifications) 

January 2013 - Phase II (Selection/notification of shortlist candidates) 

February 2013 - Shortlist candidate concept presentations to committee 

March 2013 - Final artist selection 

April 2013 - January 2014 - Fabrication 

Spring 2014 - Installation 

  

 

Submission: 

 

Deadline: Dec. 7, 2012 

 

All submissions should be mailed to: 

 

Isabel Kolic, Executive Director 

Heights Merchants Association 

4019 Hastings Street 

Burnaby, B.C.  V5C 2C9 

 

Or e-mailed to: 

isabel@burnabyheights.com 

 

Acceptable file formats: 

PDF is preferred 

 

mailto:isabel@burnabyheights.com


5 

 

APPENDIX 
 

Montage Development Images 

All images by Epta Properties and Chris Dikeakos Architects 

 

 

 
 

North Elevation from the East (site of the Gateway public art piece) 

 

 

 

 
 

North Elevation from the West (far left corner of building to be the site of the public art 

piece) 
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South Elevation from the East (far right corner of building at ground level to be the site of 

the public art piece) 

 

 
 

South Elevation from the West 
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South Elevation from the West (second perspective) 

 

 

 
 

Site of undeveloped property (as of September 2012) 


